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Abstract

Since the amendment to the Narcotics Hazard Prevention Act in 2008,
which allowed prosecutors to grant deferred prosecution for drug offenders,
the proportion of drug abusers sentenced to deferred prosecution with the con-
dition of completing addiction treatment has gradually increased. To meet the
demand for more diverse addiction treatment options, a subsequent amend-
ment in 2020 expanded the available options for deferred prosecution from a
single condition—mandatory completion of addiction treatment—to a wider
variety of dispositions. To assist prosecutors in making appropriate disposi-
tions for specific cases and thus maximizing the effectiveness of the interven-
tion for addiction recovery, there is an urgent need for assessment tools that
can screen or divert offenders to suitable treatments.

To develop an appropriate diversion assessment, aiming to identify cases
likely to successfully complete or be revoked from deferred prosecution, and
to provide more comprehensive interventions for those at high risk of revoca-
tion, thereby improving the completion rate and effectiveness of the deferred
prosecution order, our research team began studying scheduled II drug de-
ferred prosecution cases from the Taipei District Prosecutors Office in 2020.
We collected data on these individuals' drug use history, addiction recovery
indicators, and prior criminal records. By continuously tracking their compli-
ance with deferred prosecution orders until 2022, we explored the key factors
influencing the revocation rate and, based on these findings, developed a pre-
liminary diversion assessment.

In 2023, to examine the predictive validity of the preliminary diversion
assessment, we recruited a new sample of scheduled II drug deferred prosecu-
tion cases from the Taipei District Prosecutors Office and started to track their
compliance of the deferred prosecution order. In 2024, we expanded the study
by including cases from the Kaohsiung District Prosecutors Office to examine
and modify the preliminary diversion assessment with a larger and more rep-

resentative sample.



This year’s study has three aims: (1) examining the predictive validity of
the preliminary diversion assessment with data collected and tracked from
Taipei cases since 2023; (2) developing corresponding intervention programs
that align with the risk of revocation predicted by the tool to establish an ini-
tial diversion model and enable prosecutors to quickly evaluate the risk of
revocation and formulate preliminary intervention strategies for drug offend-
ers; (3) continuing recruiting cases from Kaohsiung District Prosecutors Of-
fice as study participants and track their compliance of the deferred prosecu-
tion order, and use the collected data to examine the predictive validity of the
preliminary diversion assessment for Kaohsiung cases. This analysis will ex-
plore whether the assessment can be applied across different regions and iden-
tify potential adjustments needed for future expansion of its use.

The results of this study indicate that the previously developed diversion
assessment effectively predicts the deferred prosecution revocation rate
among Taipei cases, demonstrating its practical potential as a reference tool
for prosecutors in formulating preliminary deferred prosecution plans. How-
ever, preliminary analyses also show that this assessment’s predictive stability
for Kaohsiung cases is somewhat limited, suggesting that its cross-regional
applicability requires further validation and calibration.

In addition, the diversion model constructed in this study aims to clarify
the treatment needs of individuals with varying levels of revocation risk. Fu-
ture research may track case outcomes following the implementation of this
model to evaluate its actual impact on improving completion rates and overall
effectiveness of the deferred prosecution, and adjust the model accordingly to
enhance its accuracy.

Overall, this study established an evidence-based diversion assessment
and corresponding diversion model for deferred prosecution cases, providing
judicial authorities with a feasible tool and empirical foundation for imple-
menting precision diversion decisions and improving addiction treatment out-

comes.



keywords: drug abusers with deferred prosecution, addiction treatments, di-

version of treatments
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SRR AR5 T RS R R ) LA (6
LR EREL L AR AN L ERE) 2 F L E
(Blde D FA EHENEK T AL ) F AP 8- R
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{EA RO T 45 8

SR % #c(B) SE Waldy> pia OR  95% CI for OR
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